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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
Report of the Editor of Historia Mathematics to the 
International Commission on the History of Mathematics 
By Joseph W. Dauben, Editor 
Historia Mathematics was conceived in Paris, 1968, during 
the XIIth International Congress of the History of Science, when 
Rer& Taton and A. P. Jushkevich suggested the formation of a 
subcommission on the history of mathematics to consider the 
founding of a specialized journal. The commission, organized 
the following year, began discussion by mail, and met for the 
first time at the International Congress of Mathematicians in 
Nice, 1970. At the XIIIth International Congress of the History 
of Science in Moscow, 1971, the commission was permanently es- 
tablished, and an executive committee was appointed to formulate 
definite plans for an international journal. 
The next three years were devoted to developing communica- 
tions, including publication of a World Directory of Historians 
of Mathematics that has already been reissued in an enlarged 
second edition. In November of 1971, the first issue of Notae 
de Historia Mathematics appeared; and in the next two years, 
five issues of the Newsletter were circulated, preparing the 
way for Volume 1 of the journal itself. As Kenneth 0. May, its 
founder, said in an inaugural editorial in 1974, "With the first 
issue of Historia Mathematics we have reached a milestone in the 
development of history of mathematics as a scholarly discipline.' 
CIRCULATION 
When Historia Mathematics published its first issue in 
February of 1974, it already enjoyed a substantial subscription, 
which has continued to grow steadily, particularly in terms of 
institutional subscriptions as the journal has become better 
known in all parts of the world. The initial success of the 
journal was undoubtedly due to Ken May's extensive international 
contacts and to genuine and growing interest in the history of 
mathematics. Ken drew upon his many personal and professional 
contacts to make Historia Mathematics a truly international 
journal, and this was achieved initially through a strong list 
of supporting societies and individuals. The first edition of 
the World Directory provided a preliminary list of over 1000 
individuals who were canvassed for subscriptions, and advertise- 
ments were placed in a select number of appropriate journals in 
mathematics and the history of science. 
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COSTS AND FINANCE 
Our basic philosophy where cost of the journal is concerned 
remains a commitment to a reasonably priced volume. Although 
many have urged--and we continue to discuss--the merits of 
moving from a typewritten, camera-ready format to some sort of 
typeset printing, related costs and the accompanying increase 
in subscription rates needed to defray such expenses are pro- 
hibitive without a large increase in the number of subscribers 
to the journal. As postal rates continue to mount, along with 
increased expenses for paper, personnel, basic supplies, over- 
head, etc., we shall be fortunate to maintain the quality of 
the journal with only modest increases in subscription rates. 
Historia Mathematics offers differential rates to individ- 
uals and to members of societies who subscribe to the journal 
automatically as part of their society membership. In fact, the 
first national organization to establish a combined payment for 
dues and the journal was the British Society for the History of 
Mathematics (founded in 1971). The Canadian Society for the 
History and Philosophy of Mathematics named Historia Mathematics 
as its official journal in 1974. It should be added that at 
present no society, foundation, council, or other organization 
directly subsidizes the journal. 
CONTENT AND EDITORIAL POLICY 
The intellectual emphasis of Historia Mathematics has changed 
for two reasons since its inception, but rather subtly. In part, 
this is due simply to a change in editorship, but we have also 
experienced a change in readership that is directly reflected 
in the kind of material we receive. 
When the journal was first launched, Ken May believed it was 
best to include as many articles as possible from as many dif- 
ferent parts of the world as he could. Historia Mathematics 
has always stressed its international character, even though the 
major language in which it publishes is English. This was a 
conscious decision following early reader surveys conducted by 
Ken; these made it clear that nearly all our readers had estab- 
lished reading ability in English either as a first or second 
language; no other language provided so wide a common denomin- 
ator. Even so, we do publish articles, news, notices, and book 
reviews in French, German, Italian, and Spanish, and provide 
summaries of papers when appropriate in Arabic, Hindi, Chinese, 
Japanese, and Russian. 
Because many of our readers are mathematicians, there is a 
decided interest in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; 
this is reflected in the increasing number of papers we now 
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receive devoted to more recent developments. Even so, we always 
seek to achieve a balance of coverage for both Western and non- 
Western mathematics, and include as much research devoted to 
ancient mathematics as we do material treating subsequent periods. 
COMPETITION FROM OTHER SPECIALIZED JOURNALS 
Despite the multiplication of specialist journals, we have 
noticed no adverse effect upon Historia Mathematics, either in 
the number or quality of manuscripts we receive. In fact, both 
have improved steadily, but this may only reflect the short time 
the journal has been produced. In part, Historia Mathematics 
serves a very large community of historians of mathematics, and 
as the organ for news, reviews, and notes on the profession, it 
has no rival. 
Journals devoted principally or in part to the history of 
mathematics, including the Archive for History of the Exact 
Sciences: The Mathematical Intelligencer; Bollettino di Storia 
delle Scienze Matematiche; Ganita Bharati, the Bulletin of the 
Indian Society for History of Mathematics; and Istoriko-mathe- 
maticheskie issledovania, all indicate the healthy, vigorous, 
and growing support for the history of mathematics in virtually 
all parts of the world. This activity is welcomed as a sign 
that the profession is not only a stable one, but one that 
continues to offer diverse opportunities for publication of 
recent research in all areas related to mathematics and its 
history. 
COVERAGE 
Comparing the amount of space devoted to articles and book 
reviews, we devote between 60 and 70 pages in each issue to 
articles, between 20 and 30 to reviews. All reviewing is handled 
by Judith Grabiner, with help from Esther Phillips who currently 
administers reviews of books and materials in Russian. We have 
just initiated a series of essay reviews which are designed to 
include important articles and monographs as well as books. 
Historia Mathematics also prints short abstracts of all published 
work in various media, including film and video, that is of in- 
terest to the history of mathematics. We find the current bal- 
ance between articles, reviews, and abstracts to be satisfactory 
and expect no changes in relative amounts of space devoted to 
any one area. 
As for the kind of articles we publish, Historia Mathematics 
relies substantially upon unsolicited material contributed by 
authors. This of course carries with it the inherent liability 
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of limiting ourselves to what comes in. To remedy this, we 
have encouraged authors working on particular topics to submit 
their work for possible publication in Historia Mathematics. 
Special issues dovoted to a given topic, or to conference pro- 
ceedings or symposia, have also helped us to publish material 
that might not otherwise have appeared in Historia Mathematics. 
Such departures from our usual format simply provide alternative 
means to ensure that work of high quality is actually produced 
for the journal. For example, in 1975 an entire issue was given 
over to the Proceedings of the American Academy Workshop on the 
Evolution of Modern Mathematics held at the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, Boston, and guest-edited by Garrett Birkhoff 
of Harvard University. Similarly, an entire issue of Historia 
Mathematics was produced last year as a Festschrift in honor 
of Erwin N. Hiebert. In October 1981 an ancillary book was pub- 
lished by Academic Press; it consists of thirteen essays covering 
a wide range of topics and styles in the history of mathematics. 
The book is dedicated as a Festschrift to Kurt-R. Biermann, was 
edited by Joseph W. Dauben, and is entitled Mathematical Per- 
spectives: Essays on Mathematics and Its Historical Development. 
Currently in preparation is an issue of Historia Mathematics 
devoted to the memory of Jean Itard. In short, such special 
issues afford us a legitimate and appropriate means of soliciting 
authors who are known for their scholarship and may be counted 
on as reliable contributors to publish with Historia Mathematics. 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 
Recently there has been lively discussion of who should 
write the history of mathematics and what it should be like. 
Professional mathematicians often feel that only they are in a 
position to write the history of very difficult and esoteric 
questions. On the other hand, historians often feel that the 
professional mathematician lacks historical, social, or philo- 
sophical insight, and may well miss viable matters of legitimate 
past significance that no longer matter in the light of contem- 
porary developments. While Historia Mathematics tries to keep 
an open mind and seeks to provide an open forum available for 
both internalist and externalist approaches, we encourage very 
technical papers to adopt a historical perspective in the best 
professional sense--and at the same time we insist that exposi- 
tory articles of a general nature accurately reflect the mathe- 
matics that a given subject entails. 
Ken May expressed all of this well when he once called in 
an editorial for "heterogeneity in training and approach--for 
specialists but also generalists who can be mathematicians, 
historians of science and historians at the same time." This, 
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of course, is an ideal toward which we strive, but I think the 
evolution of the profession and its increasing consciousness of 
the goals of the discipline can already be charted in the pro- 
gress made in the papers published in Historia Mathematics since 
its founding in 1974. 
